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Passing the Baton 

to the Next Generation

Will Your Church Be Successful?







ESTIMATED PROPORTION OF EACH 
GENERATION REACHED FOR CHRIST

GENERATION PERCENTAGE 

REACHED FOR CHRIST

ÅBuilders (born before 1945) 65%

ÅBoomers (born between 1946ð1964) 35%   

ÅBusters (born between 1965ð1976) 15%

ÅBridgers (born between 1977ð1994) 4% *

*based on present trends among older Bridgers

(taken from The Bridger Generation, by Thom S. Rainer, Lifeway Research)



Research
8 to 9 million young adults left the church in 2004

(Barna Group 2004)

35% return in their mid 20ôs at ~2/month but the 

majority do not return to their home church.

(Lifeway 2007)

#1 reason is lack of relevance of ófaithô to their 
lives 

(Barna Group 2004)



Research

*85 % Christian parents know Biblically they have the 

primary responsibility for the spiritual development of their 

children,  but less than 10% of all Christian families do any 

intentional teaching/devotionals at home.
(Barna Group)

*33% (1 of 3) Evangelical Christian parents place a high 

priority on their childrenôs spiritual life.
(Lifeway 2007)

*Only two out of five 13 years oldôs have a Biblical      

worldview     
(Barna Group)



Psalm 78:1-7
1Oh my people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my 

mouth.

2I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter hidden things, 
things from of old-

3what we have heard and know, what our fathers have told us.

4We will not hide them from their children; we will tell the next 
generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, his power, 
and the wonders he has done.

5He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in 
Israel, which he commanded our forefathers to teach their 
children,

6so the next generation would know them, even the children 
yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their children.

7Then they would put their trust in god and would not forget his 
deeds but would keep his commands.



Deuteronomy 6:4-9

4Hear, O Israel:  The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  

5Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength.

6These commandments that I give you today are to be 
upon your hearts.  

7Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you 
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you 
lie down and when you get up.

8Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 
foreheads.

9Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your 
gates.  



1.  Have an authentic faith and 

TALK about it!

ÅThis is a command!  Psalm 78:5

ÅLove the Lord your God with all your heart. 
. .

ÅñTalk about them. . .when you sit at home, 
when you walk along the road, when you 
lie down, and when you get up.  Tie them 
as symbols on your hands. . .write them 
on the doorframes of your houses and on 
your gates.ò



2.  A Role Reversal Is Needed!


