


Greek Chapter 6
Greek Language

– Inflectional Languages

–Affixes

現代漢語，非屈折語

（例如﹕ 復數→很多，過去→昨天）

Suffix
Prefix



The form of the Greek noun case endings

Use word order to 
determine the function of a 
word

Case ending word order is 
for Emphasis

EnglishGreek



Gender Masculine
Feminine
Neuter

Number Singular
Plural



Declensions
Declensions is the inflection of a substantive
(noun, adjective, pronoun, or participle) for the 
purpose of indicating its relation to the rest of the 
sentence.

Declension is a matter of form.
Case is a matter of function.

A single inflectional ending may do service for 
several cases.



It is best to divide the Greek language into 3 
declensions on the basis of the ending of the 
noun stem.  (Dana & Mantey)

*Declension affects the case ending 
but does not affect the meaning.

Stem of a word ends in consonant 3rd Declension

o stem ending
(mostly masculine or neuter)

2nd Declension

a or h stem ending
(primary feminine)

1st Declension



Nominative: Subject

Accusative direct object

Word order by case endings

Lexicons (Dictionaries for scholars)

(Acc. Sing. Mas.)



From Case to Function to Meaning

Instead of thinking about word order, you should first look at the 
word’s case from the case determine the word’s function, and 
from the function determine the word’s meaning.  Do not try to 
determine function on the basis of word order.



(PN) is aproximately the same as the (S).

(PN) Predicate
nominative 
(nominative)

Equative verb(S) Subject
(nominative)

a manis John



Some PN is qualitive or definate

1 John 4:8

(Subject proposition)

An Anarthrous (without the article)
Pre-verbal (before the equative verb)
PN is a predicate nominative that does not have 
the article and occur before the equative verb

(Colwell Construction, 1933)

(PN)(S)
loveIs God 





Nominative and Accusative






