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Re BXEE —@EBMHEO LR, A+ 45 And | saw a beast coming out of the sea. He had ten
B ) horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on his horns,

131 tH, B+ ALBEFTMEER. €] | andon each head a blasphemous name.
tEBENE R,

F-EEBMAERN , EREENHNEE. EERBRREUEEFLETNERETBRR , MERMUESGRY
MEEATSR. BUEERANEXEREET LR, WHBERNR—EREP LK TBYBAERNER , B
BLEME RNENESRNFZRASEERS £, EBRNEAT

BT~ #% Revelation {BLAEE Daniel
13 : 1 7:23,7
13:2 7:3-6

13:4 7:6,12

13 : ba 7:8,25
13:5b 7:25

13:6 7:25

13 :7a 7:21

13:7b 7:14

RERNER , BE—ETTA, ENS , RATEHRNIE (F74:1213,89:89, F57:20),
AR B BHAORRE BT BRLE"RNEFTEZ D,

‘“CHETABEARMK 12 SHKAE (BE ) NEEMR , BERBELEABYEENEL, BE. tHEREEE
FEEE  REHEDINEY , SRREVKENER. AREINKRE , IATHARTE+ENERD,
FEtRTANER £+ tESHAFMNEE.

‘BENEBR HMBEREAE (HE ) BENLM . BBA®,. SREC. TELF AW ; BENEZPHE -
B(B7:8, 20),

Roman coins in the eastern Mediterranean announced that the emperor was “son of God” and “god”; Domitian

even demanded the title “Lord and God”.

\ = = s up 2The beast | saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like
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132 W, OBRWFHO . MEMSBCS B | gragon gave the beast his power and his throne and
H, B, MRXER., LT M, great authority.
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. a N 30ne of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a
R B et 3 . — & F Z
e ® f REw - :ﬁ TR -EAFRT fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The
13:3 E1E . MILBEANEHF T, £HH A, whole world was astonished and followed the beast.
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Antichrist, using not only biblical images but also symbols borrowed from contemporary events that Christians
in the churches of Asia would have recognized.

Nero was the first emperor to declare an official state persecution against Christians, and he burned hundreds

of Christians alive to light his imperial gardens at night and butchered others in various ways.

R . B 4 4B D ' 4Men worshiped the dragon because he had given
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134 B  wFEBRR. HELER. HEBE | peastand asked, "Who is like the beast? Who can
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Ephesus issued a coin which is conformed Domitian to the image of the chief deity, Zeus.

Re YBWAMREABELIMNO X GE 5The beast was given a mouth to qtter prou_d words
_ and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for
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Re BEEMOlm SRS ENE. B 6He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to

slander his name and his dwelling place and those who
13:6 #E"J%‘ ﬂtﬂﬂﬂ’ﬂﬂ’ﬁ%\ J’X&ﬂﬂ&ﬁi& live in heaven.
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Re YXHEBMEE#58H. HHEE . t He was given power to make war against the saints

i and to conquer them. And he was given authority over
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Re MfafE#H L. g=#atik. g |SAllinhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—
) ' all whose names have not been written in the book of

138 RERRZXFEDMLBOA, HE life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the
FE A, creation of the world.
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Re 13:9 AREEN. mESE, 9He who has an ear, let him hear.

Re B AW ABIEE . BOSAN. & 101f anyone is to go into captivity,
B o into captivity he will go.
13110 WO R BEERMIBWMRE L. MEE | 1fanyone is to be killed'™ with the sword,

. with the sword he will be killed. This calls for
patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the
saints.
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s 2 A5 — {@ B 11Then | saw another beast, coming out of the earth.
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The beast had two horns “like a lamb” reflects its imitation of the seven-horned lamb of God. But this “lamb” of

Satan speaks the word of Satan.

o Emy o s P = o= | 12He exercised all the authority of the first beast on
E/ - = E N EE - Fj = . . A -
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As Christ died and lived again, so the second beast claimed for the first beast; the coming of the breath of life
to the sea beast’s image parodies the breath of life experienced by resurrected saints. No image of Christ

needs to be revived, however; the worship of images was a purely pagan practice.

Re N AFASE. ETEATH . WA 13And he performed great and miraculous signs, even

causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in full
13:13 ?I}:E;E B%E iﬂ i o view of men.
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12) o ERERA , HNEEEAEARSA , EZREFEAERT (K24:24),

Even ancient Israelite laws recognized that false prophets could exercise wonders (Ex. 7:11) or predict signs
(Deut. 13:1-2).

o An ap /= 14Because of the signs he was given power to do on
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© LAREEAREREAETTE behalf of the first beast, he deceived the inhabitants of

1314 RAEREEB EOA, B, BB BE | the earth. He ordered them to set up an image in honor

NEESETEZWEERESG. of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet
lived.
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Not many years after Revelation was written, we have evidence of a legal tradition of executing Christians for

NN

refusing to worship the emperor’s statue. Revelation was written perhaps five years after Domitian dedicated
an imperial statue nearly eight meters high in the imperial temple in Ephesus.

Sorcerers and magical practices in pagan religion were pervasive in the Mediterranean world.

Various sources confirm the claim that priests of some cults staged wonders like moving or speaking statues
and thunder or fire, often using machines. Some emperors also reportedly employed machines to achieve

such effects and link themselves with Zeus as hurlers of thunder.

Re BMYWURA. ERXAPEE. BN 16He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and

poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right
13:16 Z% 11)1 7y N %B {'E E %E i N EE {'E gE i N § hand or on his forehead’
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This mark stands in direct contrast to the seal of 7:3-4, 14:1




Ptolemy IV Philopator, ruler of Egypt, required Jewish people in his realm to be enrolled in a census and to be
branded with an ivy leaf, the symbol of Dionysus.

Both Ezekiel's mark on the righteous and the mark on the wicked in the Psalms of Solomon are symbolic
marks visible only to God and his angels, not to people. The mark on the forehead and right hand may imply a
pagan parody on the Jewish practice of wearing boxes of Scripture on the forehead and left hand as a sign of

loyalty to God’s covenant. Perhaps more important is the idea of a slave brand.

& & & 17so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the
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REBNENATREESE  ITESELS ENERTH , REREETHEERFNER,
BMEENMBRENERKLBEPTERHTBCA, ESNRABAE , BT22H 7 KBEEAREFWHD K.
EHAFHNEHE U UEESERECE ; At FFRAR A LB AR [ ERFE R, ERKTLER
MENGERIAEZR B (BR15:2) .

Deissmann cites the imperial seal or mark stamped on commercial documents. One could do little in
commerce without handling such a “mark”, because allusions to the emperor’s divinity appeared on many
coins and even shipping bills and other documents.

Well-to-do Jewish communities in cities like Sardis had much to lose by boycotting the system, and Christian
merchants as a smaller minority would lose even more. Under other circumstances, a blockade preventing

some from buying and selling could lead to their starvation.

BI8EEBAEE, LEBEBEN. TUE 18This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him
o - - ’ calculate the number of the beast, for it is man's
AAEBMBE BEAERAMBAB. M | number. His number is 666.
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Enigmatic riddles were common in prophecies and the meanings of some riddles clear to the original audience

are now lost. Ancients were adept at the use of symbolic numbers, of which Revelation includes several.
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